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Changes in Population Movement and Employment after

the Great Fast Japan Earthquake®

Fang HE™
{Abstract>

The purpose of this paper is to examine the impact of the Great East Japan Earthquake on regional population
and employment. To catch the changes over time, we use government statistics and household panel survey data which
contain detailed demographic and economic information both before and after the earthquake. According to our
analysis, after the earthquake, the three disaster—stricken Tohoku prefectures experienced population loss through
emigration which caused labor shortage in these areas. The negative impacts on individual employment status were
mainly observed immediately after the earthquake. Individuals with lower income have higher probability to lose

their job and young individuals have lower probability to be a new workforce.
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* The data for this analysis, Keio Household Panel Survey and Japan Household Panel Survey, were provided by the Keio
University Panel Data Research Center.
* Keio University, Graduate School of Business and Commerce

16



